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Heinrich Schliemann was born in Germany in 1822. He grew up to be an archaeologist who first started to study cultures that bordered the Aegean Sea, including ancient Greece. He (along with his wife, Sophia) dug up the buried city of Troy, where nowadays, is known as Turkey. Troy became a famous city in a Greek novel, The Illiad.


The Schliemanns explored Troy in 1870, using The Illiad as their guide. Nine different cities had been built, all in that same area. All cities were successfully constructed on top of the previous city that was built before it. Almost to the bottom layer of the many cities, they found many valuable artifacts made of bronze, silver, and gold. Some scholars think that the Troy that The Illiad talked about was most likely the seventh city from the bottom level. The Schliemann family explored Mycenae, Greece, too. In Mycenae, they found five graves of royalty, along with many jewels and treasures.

Schliemann was actually born on January 6, 1822 in Neubukow, Germany. Before he was an archaeologist, he made his money as a businessman in Russia. He quit doing business at the age of 41. Then he spent pretty much the rest of his life as an archaeologist and a studier of ancient civilizations.
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